2-Methyl-5-tert-butylthiophenol--an odorless deprotecting reagent useful in synthesis of oligonucleotides and their analogs.
A solution of 2-methyl-5-tert-butylthiophenol and triethylamine in acetonitrile efficiently removed the methyl protecting groups from phosphate and phosphorothioate triesters and yielded oligonucleotides of high quality. This inexpensive odorless liquid is not toxic and is a suitable replacement for hazardous thiophenol and other reagents often used for this purpose.